Wolf praises African American Chamber in

luncheon remarks

Dec 9.2015
By Christian Morrow
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HONORARY MEMBER—Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf smiles as African American Chamber of
Commerce Board Chair Samuel Stephenson places a chamber pin on his lapel.

Standing before a crowd of nearly 500 in the Omni William Penn Hotel ballroom, Pennsylvania
Governor Tom Wolf opened his keynote address to those attending the African American Chamber
of Commerce of Western Pennsylvania’s annual Business Luncheon by saying he had a budget
update.

“The update is—we are going to get one,”” he joked. “I think we’re going to get there soon, and it
will be good for education and balanced.”

But despite the ongoing dispute that has prevented passing a budget for five months, Wolf said he
wanted to talk about policy concerns, because his are aligned with those of the chamber.

“What you do is important to our whole economy; breaking barriers, leveling the playing field,
and providing opportunities. We need an economy that supports those opportunities,” he said.
“So, your concerns at the African American Chamber are very important to me.”

ON HOLD—Governor Tom Wolf briefly holds a crystal key given by Chamber President and CEO
Doris Carson Williams following his keynote address at the annual business luncheon.

Wolf said he not only plans to make sure more minority and small businesses contract with the
state—as required by his September executive order, but he want to create an economy that will lure
more minority and small businesses, and entrepreneurs to take their shot in Pennsylvania. But to do
that, he said, they have to know the system is fair.
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