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African American Chamber breakfast

by Christian Morrow
Courier Staff Writer

In what is becoming an annual
event, Allegheny County Execu-
tive Rich Fitzgerald spoke at the
African American Chamber of
Commerce’s first PowerBreak-
fast meeting of the new year.

Speaking to a packed room,
Fitzgerald acknowledged several
county employees, including Pub-
lic Defender Elliot Howze,
MWDEE Director Ruth Byrd
Smith and ALCOSAN Executive
Director Arletta Scott Williams.

“Arletta is someone you want to
know because she’s going to be
awarding more than $2 billion in
contracts as we move to comply
with the (Environmental Protection
Agency) consent decree,” he said.

Fitzgerald also said they should
know Port Authority Chairman
Bob Hurley because transit is
key to the county’s growth plans,
beginning with the Rapid Bus
System he wants in place to con-
nect Downtown and Oakland
within three years.

He said that is the result of
thinking regionally, and workiog

with neighboring counties and
the state on development and in-
frastructure. Another result is
the Shell Cracker plant that,
though in Beaver County will
employ a lot of people from Al-
leghen County.

But transit-centered develop-
ment ig what he plans to push in
the coming year.

“Getting that transit bill
passed in Harrishurg was huge,”
Fitzgerald said. “For 15 years, no
County executive or commis-
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GOING FOR GROWTH—Allegheny County Executive Rich Fitzgerald poses with
President and CEQ Daris Carson Williams, and guest former Cincinnati Mayor Mark
Mallary, after addressing the African American Chamber of Commerce’s first Power-
Breakfast meeting of 2014.
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