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(EYNOTE—Dollar Bank CEQ Robert Oeler poses with the glass- key. he raceived from Doris Carson Williams and Sam

stephenson after his keynote speech at the African American Chamber of Gammarce annual luncheon.
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Though  the crowd may have
been a hit smaller than in recent
v 1 quantity did not reflect
0. by when it came to those at-
tending the African American
Chamber of Commerce Annual
Meeting Luncheon at the
William Penn.

This was perhaps best exempli-
fied by the rare attendance of all
three of Allegheny County’s exec-
utiveg, Jim Roddey, Dan Onorato
and Rich Fitzgerald, who left a
heated meeting with Port Au-
thority management to stop in
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CEO Doris Carson Williams and Board Prasident Sam Stephenson, founding member Mu-
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and praise the worl of the cham-
ber and Executive Director Doris
Carson Williams.

Fitzgerald also assured the
buginess owners in attendénce
that he is working to avert the
Jooming transit shutdown that
could threaten the economic
growth the county and region are
seeing.

In her welcoming remarks,
Williams al=o noted the regional
growth, saying it has not always
translated into growth for the
small and Black-owned busi-
Il;ease.s that are cliamber mem-
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Nonetheless, she noted the
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chamber made 4128 buginess re-
ferrals and distributed 3864 bids
for proposals on hehalf of its
membership in 2012,

“The triclle-down positive im-
pact of the recovery from the
deep recegsion has not reached
African-American and sgmall
business owners. Qur chamber
does well when its members do
well” she said. “Still, aver the
last year we averaged one new
member a week, and our busi-
ness institute continues to pro-
vide a level of quality service to
our memberg that should serve
ag a national model,

“Our primary goal is to attract
... qore corporate Spon-
i gorship. Not just on

the project level--as
with our highly suc-
ceasful series of Dia-
betes Workshops--but
also on the level of op-
erational support that

long-range project and
service planning.”
With that in mind,
Williams was pleased
to introduce Robert
Qeler, CEO of Dollar
Banl, one of the chiam-
ber's long time corpo-
rate members. In addi-
tion to highlighting
the worl of Dollar Vice
President Maona
Generett’s work head-
ing up community

SOLID FOUNDATION—Joined by African American Chamber of Commerce President and  yeinvestment and de-
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Banking on

good practic

(NNPA)—Back in the day, the
James Brown prompted many |
to tap a toe or twa, One partic
gong, “There wad a time,” 18 48 1
today as it was before—part
when it cormes to how America’
changed over the years, There
was & time when bank profitabi.
derived from its investments in
nitiey and neighborbaads. The
algo a time when many people |
that banks would treat them faiz

Just &8 Jamed Brown passed o

any of the hanking pract
yestel aday’ bank custorne
har ‘deéep and broad regent:

Jpectices

snd pricin g8 Liefore
Card Accountability, Responsibi
Digdelosure Aet took effect. The ar

the cannection betweern credili s
ticea and actual company perf
during the recent economic
wag based on data from the
credit card issuers. After tracleh
logses from 2006 thraugh 20
found: :

aCredit card issuers that engs
decaptive or abusive tactic te
have multiple offeriges;

aThe larger the finanaal in
wag that was engaped in theae
ing practices, the worse their ;
tended to he.

aIn general, regional or small
and credit unions tended to hav
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lugetia Biru is honored with a plague at the May 10 meeting. (Photos by J.L. Martello)
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