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Nova touts Marcellus benefits

Chris’ﬂan Morrew
Seitirler Staff Writer '

While most people are in-
erested in:what the vast
itores.of methane beifig un-
ocked from the Marcellus
jhale formation mean for
lie economic growth of the
ggion, there is more than
ust naturat gas: being pro-
luced in this energy
wwom—and there are busi-
wess opportunities associ-
wted with these secondary
woducts as well.
iitigh the African Ameri-
ha.mber of Com-
first - PowerBreak-

fast meeting of the new
year, Nova, Chemicals CEQ
Randy Woelfel asked mem-
bers to advocate for Marcel-
lus development, noting
that his company is poised
to see an impressive expan-
sion due to just one of these
secondary shale products—
ethane.

One of Nova’s primary
businesses is turning
othane into polyethylene

. and expanded polystyrene,

plastics used every day in
packagmg for produets

g from dry cergal, to:

dog food and cat litter:

smnate about materials and
polymers and this year we
will have between $6 billion
and $6.5 billion in revenue,”
he said. “Remember that
line in ‘The Graduate’
where-Mr. Robinson tells
Ben ‘plastics?” .Well Id
amend that to “T only have
one thing to say to you—
Marcellus.”

Woelfel urged chamber
members to contact any of
the Marcellus producers
and ask to take a tour of
some Tacilities, hecause op-
portiinities are all over.

“I was out in Washington
County  with Range Re-

gources and went by this
diner that a few years ago
maybe did 1,000 meals in a
week,” he said. “Now, they
are domg 1,000 a day.”

He noted a small mechani-
cal equipment rental busi~

ness that had vastly ex-.

panded and another com-
pany, Mark West, that sepa-
rates gasses like ethane and

butane for natural gas, has

dozens of storage tanks
where it had only one or two
before. And then there are
the residents who are fuéling

. other businesses because
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“We are 2500 peqpl_t_a pas-
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they get royalty checks for
the gas produced on their
property, “mailbox money.”
“All you need to do is lock
at the fences——they’re new,
or newly painted, and there
are new roads,” he said.

is a once-m—a-hfehme ‘

gift, a half-trillion dollar in-
dustry that is making a dif-
ference for all of us because
we now hold a lot of the
cards in the energy game”

In 2005, Woelfe] said, the
natural gas cost $15 per
million BTUs, Today, thanks
to Marcellus * and other
shale gas finds, the price is
$2.50 per ml]hon BTUs.
That means materials com-
panies like Nova that are
tied to natural gas rather
thax oil have a 40-1 cost ad-
vantage. Ii also means
Nova will be spending be-
tween $1 bllhon and $2 bil-
Lion on upgrades in the next
six years.

In. thanking Woelfel,
Chamber Presj ident.; ﬂliﬂ. :

CEQO Doris thﬁ"o”n Wil
said she was planning a fa-

ture meeting for members .*
about doing business di-

rectly with Nova. -

She then thanked her |
Ipi

abetes workshop at WQED
a success, partxcularly those
who participated in the
video the stetion produced.
She reminded everyone
that the next diabetes work-
shop with author Heather

TTw mmee—

and is scheduled for Feb, 21.
The guest for the February
PowerBreakfast meeting
will - be Pittsburgh Con-
troller Michael Lamb.
(Send comments to cmor-
row@newpittsburghcourier.com.)
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