Groups

Black orsanizations
look to ride ‘a wave
of oprimism’ that the
president has started,

By TiMorny Puko
TRIBUNE-REVIEW

When Susan Jackson watched
the presidential inauguration,
she sat in a dimly lit Dawntown
lounge with a group of peopla
from the Nationat Black MBA
Associalion’s PHisburgh Chap-
ler,

She joined the group last fall,
three years after moving to
Southweslern Pennsylvania
from Louisiana. 8he had been a
nember ol a chapter in
Louisiana and thought rejoin-
tug in Pittsburgh would be a
#ood way for her {o networlk in
a new city and, more impor-
lantly, volimteer in the group’s
scholarship program for chil-
lren, she said.

The Iocal MBA associalion
1d Jackson represent what
eaders of the region’s minoprity
rganizations hope will be a
arger {rend.

The 80-member chapter is
yushing to grow by half this
ear. Group leaders and mem-
wrs like Jackson believe the
Jbama phenomenon could help
liem do it.

“Just with the timing, the
conomy falling apart ... what
ise can you do but take {Presi-
eul Barack Obama's) hopeful
pproach?” said Jackson, 37, of

ranberry, “Iwant o be the per-
m who can say ‘T did CVErY-
1ng T could.’”

Leaders of two other groups,
16 Urban League of Greater
ittsburgh and the Afriean
merican Chamber of Com-
erce of Western Pennsylvania,
thagreed that Obama’s recent
1l to service could elncourage-
tizens and corporations to en-
ige with groups like theirs,

They have good reason to
1pe, said Laurence Glasco, who
15 studied DPittsburgh's

Tican-American history as.a
olessor af the University of

<

David Hopkins, 39, of Robinson watches Barack Gbama'
Pittshurgh Chapter at Clive or Twist, Downtown. The 8

Pittsburgh.

“The impact is going ta be
profound,” he said after return-
ing from the inauguration.
“When people are optimistic,
they’re more likely to partici.
pate in all sorts of things. And
this is going to be a big morale
booster,”

It hasn't been easy for these
ty¥pes of groups, some of which
have struggled for relevance
after the Civil Rights Era. Just
this past fiscal year, the local
Urban League had a $200,000
combined drap in donations antd
membership income, aceording
to its annual report released last
sumimer.

The group did, however, see

hope Obama phenomenon SPUIS recruits
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s inauguration ceremony with members of the Natianal
C-member chapter's goal is to grow by half this year,

"The impact is going to be profound,

When people are

optimistic, they're

mare likely to participate in alf sorts
of things. And this is going to he
a big morale booster.”
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gains in jts higher nmenbership
categories, some with fees
higher than $1,000, said Chief
Executive Officer Esther L,
Bush,

The league has suceesstully

focused on finding more men-
bers willing (o donate the maost,
but has been hampered in re.
criiting other members becange
of a lack of staft, she added,
One way it is trying to in-
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Black MBA Association's

crease its relevancy is through
lis auxiliary group, the Urban
League Young Professionals of

_ Pittshurgh.

Young adulis are a big target
for growth, and they understand
the present and future social
needs that the leagne can focus
on, Bush said.

Derrick Tillman volunteered
for Obama and sees an align-
ment between the groupand the
Obama message: Both are fo.
cused on rebuilding communi-
ties, and that should energize
other Obama supparters to join
Urban League Young Profes-
sionals,

The group has about 40 ;mem-
bers, and Tillman, 28, of
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Wilkinsbarg said he thinlg they
can deuble that, including get
ting some with expired menber
ships te renew,

The 7-year-old group is stil]
going through some growing
pains and rying to get organ
ized, Tillman and other memn-
bers said,

Tillman is the membership
co-chair even though he has
beena member for less than fwo
years, he said.

“You had so many peeple
wanting to be involved, e-mail-
ing about becoming a member,
and there was no one to really
engage them. There was no one
to collect dues. It was a huge
veid for the organization,” he
said about why he taok the posi-
ton. “1 think if you just follow
up, once we do get them en-
gaged, once they join a commit-
tee, they have ownership and
they're more involved.”

The African American Cham-
ber of Commerce of Western
Pennsylvania has had major
growth since Doris Carson
Williams became president 10
years ago. It had 28 members
then and now has 504,

Last year's poor husiness cli-
mate dampened the group’s
growth: It lost four members for
every five jt gained, she said.
But previous growth could aliow
the chamber to take advantage
of the widespread unity the
Obama campaign fostered.

About 20 percent of chamber
members are businesses owned
by whites, Hispanics and Indi-
ans, Williams said.

“The charge 1hat he gave for
his address was for people to get
involved. If you look at it from
that standpoint, T think every-
bady will benefit, not just black
organizations,” she added. “I
think what we will catch is a
wave of optimism. Optimism
means nore entreprenetits ot
there,” .

Timothy Puko can be reached
at Ipuko@iribweb.com or 412-
391-8650.




