by Rebecca Nuttal

Courier Staff Wriier

Kathryn Klaber and Brian Jensen discussed
a possible merger of the governments of the
city of Pittsburgh and that ol Allegheny County
al a luneheon July 15 .

The tuncheon sponsored by the Business In-

stitute of the African Amevican Chamber of

Commerce of Western Pennsylvania addressed
a report released in April recommending this
merger.

“We by no means have the answers but we do
know theare needs to be a set of dizcussions,”
said Klaber, executive vice president of the
Pennsylvania Economny League.

Jensen, sendor vice president of the Govern-
ment. Structure Pregram, led a presentation
describing Pittsburgh’s current econemic situa-
tion and how a city-county merger could bene-
it the city as well as the county. Jensen in-
cluded past examples of competing county and
city agendas to show how a lack of cohesion has
haut progress in Pitisburgh.

The city and county governmenis have sev-
eral areas of overlapping [unctions and redun-
dant costs. A ciiy-county merger could save an
estimated $38 million a year by eliminating
duplicate services.

Jensen also explained that more fragmented
municipalities in a county commonly equal less
ponulation growth. Currently, Pitlsburgh is the
59th largest cily in the country, but, with a city-
county merger ik could be the ninth largest.

“We've done survevs and city-county conseli-
dation is vopular in all demographic groups,”
said Jensen.

After the demonslralion the ficer was open
for discussion and several Pitisburgh business
leaders addressed issues regarding the merger
as well as other issues that need to be resoived.
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“If this were as easy as it seemns il would
have been done a jong time ago,” said
Ralph P’apa ol Citizens Bank.

ligther Bush from the Urban League ex-
pressed a concern regarding the amoy.n.l,
of minorily representation since theres a
much higher concontration ol un'nm:itms
in the city than in the surrounding mu-
nicipalities. .

“We need some mare hard-core inlorma-
Lion as o why we should consider it,” soid
Bush. .

However, Jensen explained that alter

doing an analysis of ather: city-counly merg-

ers, he was unable lo detech nny concrele

econoinic tronds. Instead, he said it s wove

important to locus on what would happen o .

Pittshurgh’s econmmic developioent il oocily-
counby merger doesu't ke place.

‘s difficult to demonsbrate what cre-

ales cconamic developinent,” said Jensen.
“Lel's think aboul possibilities.”
“Other possibilisics inchude }Jmhed local
eadership and an inerease I, consiner
confidence. Participaols io the dialogue
fall it was necessary o siplify the hene-
(its lor the public.

ser could benefit boti

“Jrrom a Laxpayer point ol view, l wm}ld
focus on the savings aspect,” said Magdeline
Jensen fiom the YMCA, refervivg to the es-
timated $38 million in savings each year.

Mark Nordenberg, chair of the Citizens
Advisory Commilloe on the Jnfliciency (_){
Cily-Count Government, suggt—_:sl,nd this
merger, but the uitimate decision would
necd approval. from city, and counly coun-
cils and the state legislalure before il can
be voted on.

(For more information regarding the cir.y—(:oﬂu.zf_.y
merger or for @ copy of the full repert, visil
wwz.n.p_rf.f.t.erh:]ncws:lc:r'.',y-c:(yux.'z.',_)rJ‘e;Jr)i'.'..h.r,m.t.)



