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NEW YORK—FErnesta G.
Procope, chairman of E.G.
Bowman Co., Inc., on July 23
-received the Minority Enter-

Anniversary Minerity Busi-
- ness Legacy Award.-

i E.G. Bowman ranks as the
nation’s largest inority-

prise Development Week 25th’
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“The history of E.G. Bowman
and ‘ils . trailblazing accom-
plishments mrmbg as 2 fegacy
for us ‘to:revere,” said Hey-
ward 13 Um%ﬁtﬁ,r northeast-
ern regional divector of the
.5 dowmﬂwéci of Com-
merce’s Minorily Business De-

nority business owners skiil
have to overcome obstaclés
thal shouldn’t be there. At
E.G. Bowman we will keep
knocking on those doors, inno-
vating and pursuing the
American dream and our part
in the American mdo enter-
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owned and woman:owned in-
surance brokerage, serving
many of America’s Targest cor-
porations from its Wall Street,
office. She founded the firmin
19565 as a meow&.«oi mmsurance
agency.

Sheraton Hotel.

under attack,” she said.
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%mam%mm and 8__%9%53 to address some a the critical isSues plaguing city neighborhoods.,

Procope received the award
at a gala held at the New York

“There’s been. progress, but
it’s far from universal, and the
gains of earlier years are
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ADGRESSING CHAMBER MEMBERS—Robert Nelkin, United Way president and chief professional officer, speke of forging new
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Procope has received many.
honors and awards, including;
in recenl years, the Turner
Broadeasting System’s Trum-
pet Award, induction into the
African American Business
Hatl of Fame & Museum, The
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the United Way of Allegheny County and it started just over
a month ago when Robert Nelkin assumed the eins as
president and chief professional. ommnoa of the non- ?.cme S0~
cial service umbrella. K

With more than 37 years 869:58 in the moﬁi avm_.e.._qo.,
Nelkzin took advantage of an invitation extended by the
African American. Chamber of Commerce last Friday to pre-

sent his vision during the chamber’s :EH:E% PowerBrealk-

fast held‘at the Rivers Club.

While acknowledging that the United Way is “not a silver
bullet,” Nelkin- spoke enthusiastically of forging new ap-
proaches’ and collaborations to address some of the more
critical 1ssues plaguing city neighborheods in an effort to
stem the tide of violence, especially among youth.
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“(rate) is much less. We won't wipe the problerh off

There’s been-a Huﬁ.m&mé .a.,g.m,, under the 35.?.&2&5@ ab
“will be able to compete for United Way dollars.

One Emm would pair youth from rival neighbor-
hoods to work togelther on community service
projects in an effort to curb S&m:om due to-al-
leged gang and turf wars.

His extensive experience in child advocacy and
development is one reasen he places a priority in
pre-emplive measures. Nelldn invested a decade
as Director of Policy Initiatives at the University
of Pittsburgh Office of Child Development follow-
ing nationally praised tenure as the director of
Human Services for Allegheny 'County. The expe-
rience will serve him well in coordinating services
with similar organizations in the region to maxi-

- mize oulcomes. _ ‘

“Our situation could be 2 lot worse,” he told the
early morning assembly. “If you compare Pitts-
burgh to Philadelphia or other cities our homicide
the plate. That's why we've opened up the alloca-
tion process so that partner agencies and agen-
cies that are not partnered with the United Way

”

Cne example Nelkin cited was Best of the
Baich, the Homestead-based - organization
headed by Pittsburgh Steeler Charlie Batch.

“In the two hours I was tremendously im-
pressed. I saw dozens of caring adults working
with over a hundred impressionable. children,-
teaching them the value of fair play and playing
by the rules.”

Other qoﬁ:HE:STmH:SH initiatives include
One Hood; Nelkin has been meeting with Cornell
Jones and Paradise Gray to discuss collaboration
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Director reveals new day
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and assistance.

“We go with those approaches that work—
things are researched and demonstrated else-
where that you can bring here, and secondly,
things that are évidence and third of ali, inno-
vative ideas.” . ’
“Nelkin underscored the objective = 1dress
critical needs with programs for pre, .8 yiec
results such as preventing youth violence anc
helping to motivating kids to succeed in school.

Although Nelkin places an. emphasis or
youth, he added that issues -pertaining f«
seniors, families that are struggling and the
disabled communities would not be over
looked.



