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- Reacting to a Courier article about the
‘Pittsburgh School District’s’ plans to

eliminate minority- .and. women-owned,

- businesses from its pool of suppliers by
_giving all contracts in excess of $25,000
to umen ﬁnns two maJ or Black business
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groups are calling for the deal to be -
~ killed.

The African American Chamber of

‘Commerce and the Pittsburgh Regional
- Minority Purchasing Council are asking

inembers to show up at tonight’s school
board mesting en masse to prevent a
scheiduled vote on the plan.

“The. board has got, to vote this down

PR

gaid purchasing council Premdent and
CEOQ Alexander “Nick”™ Nichols. “The mi-
nority husiness community is outraged

-that the district would replace their mi-
nority and women contractors - with"
union-only firms. That’s outrageous.” ~ -
~ Nichols noted the district spent $36

! .

| l—ProposaI called ’devastai:mg to minority contractors’
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million on .construction last
year. Of those, 99 percent were

above the proposed $25,000 -
threshold. - .

In exchange for getting all
the school district’s contracts,
the proposed Project Labor
Agreement asks the Pitts-

burgh Regional Building and |
‘Construetion Trades. Cotncil
_to make an unspecified num-

ber of apprenticeship slots

‘Foreclosure
also strands
‘gome tenante
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available to district students.
The week after the Courier
exposed the deal, Nichols
began having his members
email School Board Director
Randall Taylor - to. express

‘their opposition to the agree-
ment and his support for the

agreement.

“The unions arve promising
pie- in the sky. They've said
this before and it's never hap-
pened,” he said. “And there is
nothing to stop the cancella-

tion of ¢urrent minority con- -

tracts. So, Randall Ta}'rlbr sup-
ports the promise of future op-

_ portunities that this contract

eliminates.” . .
Under the agreement, non-
union firms winning contracts
in excess of the $25,000
threshold would have to re-
place 80 percent of their work-
force with union labor”~
Chamber President Doris

‘Carson Williams said thodgh

she is generally supportive of
unions, this agreement “would
be. devastating to minority

e stopped.
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contractors.”

“This should require a public -

hearing. I know I'd like to com-
ment,” she said. “There’s noth-
ing to stop this from being ap-
plied to professional services
and I think our members

should be free to bid and-
choose their own employees.
* That place should be packed

with people. This deal should

(The . Pittsburgh ~ School
Board meets at 7:30 p.m.
tonight at 341 S. Bellefield Au-

pittsburghcourier.com.)

3 1 access to all the facili-
ic. and thats for a. whole:
year. 1 think it’s the beést deal {2
in town—and our pool neveri}
aloses.” . .
Kingsley's annual membersi
ship rates are $150 for a fam-jt
ily; $100 for adults and $50 for
genior and youth membe
ships. Kingsley also offersi
summer camp and Freedom:
School programs for youths.
(For  information - abo
Schenley Heights progra
call 412-621-3341. or Kingsley
summer programs call 412:
661-87514. . -
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