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vcémzmmmnxmrwq m_um>xmmt.>__8:m:< County Chief Executive Dan Onorato asmsma :_m accomplishments and shared his. -
* vision for the region at the 2_‘_8: American n:maca of ooaamam of mocgsmwas Pennsylvania's PowerBreakfast meeting. -
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There have been several negative events that af-
fected this region over the last yedr, but Allegheny
County Chief Executive UmFOboH.mS prefers to
focus on the positive, -

During a Jan. 21 breakfast meeting of the Afri- .
can American Chamber of Commerce of Western
Pennsylvania he said, “We went through a lot pain.
in the county last year...We.could easily focus on
m e things. I refuse to do that. I refuse {o ac-
cep.. .rmﬂ mouamroé our best days are behind us as -
a region.” .

The speech BE.W& Osoum_“o s second m@@mmnmbnm .

. before the Black Chamber. He took the opportu-
‘nity to highlight his accomplishments as it relates
‘to the county’s- African-American population,

- which constitutes less than 13 percent according
to the U.S. Census Bureau.

Attending the function with Onorato were. sev-
eral of his African-American hires and appoint-
ments, including Richard. Taylor,” Port Authority
board member; Tim Johnson, head of administra-’
* tive services; Wcmg Byrd Smith, MBE department
director; and Louis “Hop” Kendrick, former county .
MBR director who now serves as a consultant to
h ddress HHESE.,Q contracting and faith-based
in..utives. -

Of the mwﬁwoﬁamﬁmq 150 appointments’ to
boards and authorities Onorate has.inade, he said
30 ©  ent (approximately 45) have been minority.
Of .. at number, 33 are female,-25 are younger
“'than 40 and about 17 are Republican.

“When I say diversity, I'm not just talking about .
African-American,” Onorato said. ..H,E ﬁm_w_mm B
about gender, I'm nm&ﬁ:ﬁ about age.” :

The Democratic chief executive also shared his
pleasure in being able to advance the issue of row .
office reform, something that wmm not received se-

‘been US Airways. ,
‘ployer it is struggling to emerge from its mmoona
-Chapter 11 protection filing. :

‘at the. atrport, from the facility being: H.ms_wm.m.,
. west Airlines announced it would be flying out of

~ burgh.

“rounding the airport.

" rious discussion :bﬂ_ now.
Last month, Allegheny County Oocbnb <o$m ﬁo i
put a referendum on the May ballot that, if ap-..

proved would reduce the number of elected county
row offices from 10 to four. The referendum vas:
approved by all eight ooﬁbnﬁ Democrats mbm two ow
six Republicans. gt
However, Onorato m&b&mm. ?m& nobmobm,mﬁbm_.
the row offices would not equate to any “significant;
savings;” but instead it would “improve éfficiency”™
by merging functions such as ﬁﬁgmmim“_.mb O
mailing. SN et
A major story over the ﬁmmw.mméHE Eoﬁnrm upmm ,
Once the county’s major em-

“While on its face the US Airways .mﬁodﬁ.ym‘ummm.
tive, Onorato said several positives have occurred,
the’
best airport by several leading magazines to sev- ,

eral low-cost air carriers opening gates at Pitts-
burgh International Airport. Most recently, South-

T#mdcuwr. Onorato stressed that no public money
was.used in the deal. . .
Southwest’s announcement, said Ouowmg_ imme-
diately prompted other airlines to consider Pitts-

He would not detail.which airlines.
Onorato did say he is focusing on putting in in-
frastructure in the currently vacant 10 acres sur-

S Ry

- Additionally, he is working to clean up the uoqu
2,000 acres of vwoéummﬁ sites &obm‘nwm county’s. |1
riverbanks.

“Every other city in America has decided that the
rivers are going to be their best mhmmr_u he mm&.. “No -
business will touch a dirty site.”™

Ultimately, Onorato believes the city and county
* SEE ONORATO C3.°




nozjzcmu.wno!&..,
. governments ' must - Merge,
‘and ]
“an. example’ that
“followed. He

“.mm%ommmm.,ﬁg issues -such -
dilution of Af- |
" rican-Ametican votes before - ‘ ‘

. . period during which one per-
. son asked what are Ono- by
yato’s plan to helpthe county-
Port. Authority fix it’s - $30
million budget deficit for the.

'as avoiding the

.wrmwmmmumﬁgnaémmwsﬂ.c?.
. fore volters. Lo
- “Ifs time to streamline this

. region and get competitive-

. again. If we go from the 58th
" largest city Ain
States to No. 7, that has its.
own implications with. the
federal government.” .
He believes certain

~ ments or functions; such as
public works, economic de-
velopment and computer ser-
~vices, should be merged.. " -
“We ‘might  not get - two
where ] want to-go, but we're
' already meiging major de-

‘partments,
-the merger’ of the city
* county emergency call center.

he offered Louisville-as
““This »first’ “yeay -haso’t’

‘should be
‘said Louisville . DE ‘ .
- timistic,” Onorato said,

the United
-2005-06 year

depart- |

..county.can

» ho ‘said; noting

and

beaten'me down, Pm still op

‘His talk was followed by a
brief question. ‘and ‘answer

current year and a projected
$45 million deficit for the
that will begin

July 1. L
Though he expressed sym-
pathy for- what he  called

“some vulperable people who'

use our public transportation
gystem,” Onorato said “the

tsolve the.prob-
Jem. This is a state problem.

: with enough money
the problem.” - :
..+ The ‘county maintained the.”
“$23. million line item for Port:
" Authority in its budget, which
¢ Onorato pointed * out. 18 the
largest line iterm in the budget. .
~. When asked his opinion omn.
a' recently anpounced plan .
Pittsburgh - Mayor Tom.
. Murphy to focus on creating
housing ' as part of the rede-
“velopment of Downtown, -
" Onorato applauded the effort.
- and said the county has a2
 yested. interested in making
sure it's urban core is viable.

. After the session, the cham-
 per raffled two tickets to the
Jan. 23 AFC playoff game.

" The lucky winner was Mura-
_gan SQubramanian, of the Al-
. leghenyGroup.= - .
. (Send 833«.5@.“8, stoler@new-

h&m@:qmano:wﬁﬁ.ooiu
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The county couldn’t come up
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