E LD £ rEBTD ,Dﬂc:llan - S

Vv

Official SaYS | state Wl]l micrease use
“of minority-, Women owned frms

By Donald t. Hammonds
] Post-Gazette Staff Wmer: :

The: Rendell admlmstlatlon vowed

yesterday to push for more minority-and
women-owned businesses to get a bigger

' .. share of the roughly $5 billion to $6 bil- .

lion the state spends annua[ly on goods

,and services, .. .
. General . Services Secretary Donald e
- T Cunningham, in Pittsburgh yesterday,

“unveiled the administration’s Jist of ini-

tiatives that hie.elaimed would i improve

g track recond wheri 1t comes to spendmd_
“its“money with women- and minority-

owned businesses. As of last year, less
than 2 peércent of that spending went to

- those two groups, with women getting

well over half that amount. .
_“We want to send the stmngest pos-
31ble signal that the state government is

committed” to increasing. its’ spending

with those groups, Conningham said

-at a news conference sponsored by the
: 'Afmcan Amencan Chamber of Com-

s&&commcrs PAGECQO '

_,..what he called Pemisylvama s “abysmal”,, U

63-1567
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merce. of Western Pennsylvania. The
_conference was followed by a public

hearing during which local business

people discussed the initiatives.

One of the goals, Cunningham
said, is to broaden opportunities for
mmonty— and women-owned busi-
nesses, which for the most part get
involved with only state construction
contracts. The Rendell administra-
tion wants o extend that to contracts
for other goods and services, in part

by taking steps to increase the pool of -
qualified vendors and to streamline -

the process used to certify companies
that do business with the state.

He also said that monitoring com-
panies for compliance with minor-
ity- and women-ovmed participation
would be increased. And he promised
“strong action” would be taken against
companies that did not comply.

The governor has set an overall

General Sewnces Secrefary
Donald T. Cunningham said
that monitoring companles
for compliance with minorify-

and women-owned participa- -
 tion would be increased. And

he promised “strong action”
would be taken against com-

-paniies that did not comply.

goal of 10 percent of annual state
spending going to certified minor-
ity- and women-owned vendors arid
companies during his administra-
tion, Cunningham said.

Cunningham said the state also
planned to develop an “electronic
markefplace” to make public what

the state pIans to purchase during-

“a fiscal year and to notify certified

vendors of upcoming confracts. He
said this should help alleviate a com-
mon complaint — that vendors often
don't know what items the state plans
to purchase and that companies don't
lmow which minority and women
vendors have been certified to do
business with the state.

- Cunningham also promised that
the administration would take steps
to make sure that those who did get
certified for state business were truly

run by minorities and women “We

dont want shell operations in the
mix,” he said, referring to the practice
of some contractors of using minority
partners as a front for what actually
are firms controfled by white men

Donald I, Hammonds can be
reached at dhammonds@post-
gazette.com or at 412-263-1538.



