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‘MEET .ﬁzm PRESS—At a uamm ooimqmsom at :6 >=_omz >5m:om: Chamber of OoBBmSm om_nwm. _mmama from the Black
8355_? urged county council to <o$ aos.: the __<_:m wage bill. _ , L .

Q_QS. Chamber of Commerce says

ige’ bill would kill Black busineses

| ﬁzng
proposed ﬂ__.

_u_._oam m<._ummm_ox.gao_._zqoz ,




by Q:_mjo: Morrow: .

Courier Staff Writer ©

Representatives wH.oE mm.qmumenoavwomn agencies say. if
"“living wage” legislation is passed, it will disproportion-

mmw. hurt African-Americans’ vcmEmmmmm HBEUH.omH mmmb-
cies and those they cater to. .

During a Dec. 3 press-conference. mw Eﬂm African Ebmw-
ican Chamber of Commerce offices, Downtown, leaders
from the Black community joined Allegheny County

. Chief Executive Jim Roddey to urge noﬁaq noﬁbﬂ_ to .

vote down the living wage bill,

Chamber President Doris Carson ﬁﬂrmam 8aid  al--
_though the legislation’s sponsors’ are Smﬁ-ﬁﬁmﬂﬁomom

they overlooked consequences that would “hinder eco-
nomic development and reduce chmw mmzpommao the
‘African-American community.”

,uﬁ.ﬁomﬁ -American businesses m.ﬁ.w in ‘the nmvoomo right
‘now,” she said. “If the. :Ssm wage is mbmﬁ,.mm _.&m%,ﬂ fall

off the train altogetheér.” -
The living wage bill requires gm ooﬁb@ to pay em-

- ployees $9.12 per hour, or $10.62 per hour without ben-
efits. However, it also Bmsmmnwm companies receiving
. county contracts or moobouEn m@q&owgma tax Eoma?mm :

to do the same.

Williams said the H.mmEHmEmhwm EoﬂE mmmwoﬁﬂmq stop
small Black-owned businesses from  accessing county.
coniracts, and foree those already doing vﬁmEmmm with

“the county to either cut staff or curtail services.
- “The legislation also requires u\mml% pay increases .
based on the (federal) consumer price index,” she mEm

“Meaning it would be virtually impossible for small vﬁma-
nesses to predict their costs from one year-to the next.
Manchester Bidwell Corp, President and CEOQ - Bill

. Strickland said the legislation 455 hurt wrm very wmowum
it purports to help—the poor.

.

His urban greenhouse ?.emoﬁ désigned to train inner-

” 8@ residents for careers in horticulture, will not be able .

to pay for itself'if the living wage bill is _.ummmm& he said.
“Our project was designed as a demonstrator, wmwﬂmﬁw

wcounty-funded, to hire (about 30) residents. We're in con-
- versations with the county about.a 50-acre commercial

site ‘which would employ even' more trainees,” said

Mwﬁmﬁmb@ “The living wage would exclude this w.oE be-

ing an economically viable entity.”

The wmn result, Strickland said, éo__nE vw the elimina-

tion of a E,m._oa initiative in the mooﬂoBHo Hmﬁnmrumﬂow
of the region.’

“And the people most- directly mm,moﬁmm are poor people,”
he added. “If this Quo._mos doesn’t rmﬁwmb 1o jobs will
be created.”

Operation Nehemiah Huummambn Ooﬁmnmsnm Wm&&g@”

said her agency’s Eastgate development, which would
bring hundreds of jobs to the old East Hills mrowwﬁm
center, would come to.an abrupt halt. ,

The county provided direct funding mou the Uu&mnw and
is offering tax Eomsﬂddm 3 wmﬁmnwnm s&o ﬁoﬁE locate
there. ‘ -

“We are at a critical uﬂwnwﬁwm in mecﬁmﬁoam with wﬁo, :

major national -retailers to be'tenants at the site,” she .
said. “If this is passed, all that would disappear.”
Tony Bell assistant” operations . director. at ‘the Hill

i House ,?mmoﬁmﬂos mm:w the mmmbo%m &H.moﬁ.omum 8 elder- -

. cost an estimated $80 million;” he sai
million g&mg &mmﬁﬂ Spm% are not Emmq 8 owmbm.w w&o H
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H% African Emﬂomum séﬁE mEn.m.E. i ﬁrm rﬁsm émmw Te-?

" quirements go forward.

“If this thing is'passed,’T wm_um 8 think _poﬁ Hbmb% of our
workers will be EmeﬁHo%mm mb& s&mﬁ gm& means to our
elderly,” hre said. "

Roddey said wbmum are 400 ‘human service agencies that.»
rely 100 percent- on a fixed amount of state: funding ad- .

ministered by the ooﬁnﬁ% Since these. funds will not in-
‘crease, 'the living wage would cost $15- BEBH the first
_year, and would go up every year. i

“The state could not just increase m.:onmﬁcﬂc to-Alle-

u'.l

' gheny Oosb_...ﬁ they’d hawve to do it mem_“m&mmo which would .

m:oomﬂos :

‘The living wage, Wommmw mma éo&.m mowom the 855.%
and its service providers to. m&pmn lay-off ﬁéH.Wmum or-cut
services. The only’ &ﬁmdﬂmﬁﬁw would be to raise taxes.

“I am not about to raise taxes in wrm B&&m of an eco- ,

nomic downturn,” he said. “This is the écumw ﬁOmmHEm
time to do this.”. -

‘Roddey also noted the Hmmumwmﬂoﬁ mm@ﬁﬁmm ocn%mﬁmm
oos_u.moﬁsm with the county to sign a ﬂmﬁwamrnw ‘agree-
- ment,” meaning they could boﬁ Tesist. sEob efforts to or-
ganize their workers. -

- “Small African-American noBUm.Emm nmb& afford _“rm,n
rm said. “They would go out of business.” "~

Leon Hipps, executive ‘vice president of nﬁm davmn
League of Pittsburgh, said the _mmgmwmﬂow would mcﬁnm gm
owmmbﬁmﬂob to-cut either staff or services.

Facing a $400°
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“We need an impact study of this legislation,” rm mm,& g

“We &wmmm% know. what. it SoﬁE mo no the’ Gwvmb 108

ﬁmmmdm .
A vote on the UE was mnrmmc.._mm for 5 p.m. Umo ﬁ The

- H.mmc.# was ﬁﬁWboﬁa as o.,m Zmé w&“mwﬁ.mr OoE._mH. press
mmmmrbm . .
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