ness development,

by Charles N. Brown

Courler Slalt Writar

The Community Leadership
Development Institute has
given a mother coming off wel-
fare hope for a hatter fisture.
“You meet so many positive
people. Jt's important to sur-
round yourself with positive
people,” said Kim (iary, 3 Me-
Kees Rocks mother of three
‘children,

“The first thing it does is
gives you self-esteem, then
moves on to helping you use
new vocabulary words and
gives you affirmation.

“(My children) see me. J talk
about the class evervday nl-

PI‘IDTIS BY VF.NETI:A PALM
ALL BUSINESS—Aveda Finney, business and economic develog-

ment case manager for the Community Development Leadership In-
stitute, shows slucent Veronica Rice a computer program on busi-

maost. They're excited, They've
seeil me go from one way to g
whole new way”

That's what Pam Heywaod,
who oversees the program, and
other staff members expect the
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and comm unity inmlr,—:rship and vocahulary
and communicition skills, -

They have alsg takeen figld trips to an-
han_ce their claseroom experience. (e
projects include working with middle
school students at an overn ight. camp and
EXposing young people to science,

The studen ts, who recejve g stipand of $8
an hour while in the program, attond class
Mondays through 'l‘lun:écl;wé‘ %30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. '

One of the brograms the students are ex-
Cited _about is the mentop and slwn.rl<>x§ri;1g
sxperience. They ligye been finked with
:0mpanies and individugls through the
African Ameriean Chamber of Commeree
f Western }.-’ennsyl\f:-n:lia, and representa.
ves [rom UPMC, PN Bank and Alje.
theny County Morgue aye among prcmjas
hat have offorad to organize il]i.él'i:ﬁ]'l‘ilss

hew Pyl Cougy iy

FProgram mstills selt-help

participants to gain in the 14
month program. The noenpro
institute helps individua:
become  self-sufficient  an
strengthens families.

“There’s a lot of thinge the
lead to self-sufliciency tha
Just getting a job,” said Hejy
wood, whose program is fun¢
ed by the Sanders Task Fore
and a federal grant. “You hav
to change the entire though
process and their surround
ings. We're dealing with th
whole parson.”

The 17 current students i
the institute from the seve:
Sanders  communities g
Rankin, Braddock, Duguesne
Clairton, McKess Racks, Wil
kingburg and  ITomestond
have participated in program
such as business preparatior
computer training, persona
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Sogsch .ot ...trf,,_t..
arlicipants "ty Their worlk

z e
and “inlrodites h
env‘.irorl_m_eyl_t;_s. e : -
Ernestine i nward, of Mclees j'lor:f(.;;, has
been shadowing Cindy, Gwen Flint. of tha
Pittshurgh Bureay of Police.
.lu.terviewing skills she learnad halped
Tand her Job as g nwrsing assistant, and
the hands-on experiencées have changad
her perspactiva of the poljce, ‘
‘I was scarad with the bolice,” gaifd
Howard, who read with police on domestip
vinlence ealls and jnto heavy drug traffiek.
' Arens. “But it gave e o chance to gen
things differen fly.” o
Gary, who wil] coomplate an irternship
willh 8L Clair Associales, administralois of
the task loree, has hean offered a !'Uﬂ-izimn.
inh as an m]minisl;mtive assislant fhora, .

Put she requested the company o)l liay
to continue the tstitule program belppe
starling Ml tima, -

HEns ﬁ}lll.i._.ieg

Veropien Rice, of Rankin, slarvied in th
program in Qetaber Since then, she ha
Iearned husinass preparation, mentoriy,
and how to condhiret hargalf ot businng
fimnctions, o

“We do just about averything.” said Rjce
wyh:r) through the Program, secured a part
time job working at a haiyp salon, “It's a Iof
of knowledge, as [ny as the difforent pye.
srams to enhance you, My goal is to e
eome financially independent und (o bra-
eome a husiness ownar in the cormmunity
te provide johs for peaple in the commu.
nity. I'd Tike to ha g role modal -
Heywood said ihe inslituta is
its goals,

“Students are sceing the value of the pro:
gram,” she aaid, “Wa see our Nowers start.
g to bloom now, | noticed a buneh of en-
l".l!l_ﬁil'.a.‘?[:ic, talented leadays who nesded
Assistinen to hring that talent o ”

af.:him’ing



