i P N 2.4 U

DAY, JUNE 28, 1999

«@ms promoted to

by Sonye M. Toler

Courler Stalf Writer

“-In six short months, Doris
Carson Williams achieved aj}
the goals laid out for her as the
first executive director of the
African American Chamber of
Commerce of Western Penn.
sylvania,

Robert Agbede,
man of the hoard of directors,
thought she should be amply

now chair. -

eqy

fewarded—she wag promoted
to president of the Organiza- _
tion,
Her first assignment wag to
open an office.. Sl found an
ideal spat jn the heart of down.
town Pittsburgh at the Region-
al Enterprise Tower (the for.
mer  Alcog Building) that
opened Cct. 12, 1995
According g Agbede, the
mave also reflects what is hap-
Pening in othep organizations

ROrity Busirpgg and

and companies, and Le wanted
Williams “to he seen in the
same light ag People in the
Same position in pthey organi-
zations,”

Williams’ efforts elavated the
chamber ingg & formidable
{orce championing the cause of
Aﬁ'ican-American Professipn-
als and entrepreneurg,

Among her accomplishmentg.

*Obtaining  twe Pro-bong
tampaigns to got the word oyt

about the chamber, gne with
‘Mare Advertising and the
other with WPXL.Tv:

*At no cost to the organizg.
tion, developed a wely site;

*Three “power brealfast”
meetings she held Produced g
profit for the organization;

*Developed a full benefits
package for chamber mem-
bers; -

*Secured a contract with the
Urban Redevelopment Author-
ity to market the Small Bysj.
ness Loan Fund;

*Raised approximately
$140,000 in grants and cop.
tracts;

*Recruited 75 new members;

<Obtained a contract with
the Southwestern Pennsylva.
nia Commissioy on Team Pg.
project;

*Hosted or to-sponsored g
number of informationa} ses-
sions for chamber memberg;
and -

*Developed 5 newsletter for
the chamber. ]

“In light of her” achieve.-
ments,” ggid Agbede, =
thought she should have myre
responsibility since ghe’s done
more than we thought she

Eax reprenenr: ip

would. She hag performed be-
yond my expectations and |
“In light of frer
achievements, /
thought she should
have more respon-
sibility since sha’s
done more than we
thought she would,
She has performed
beyond m Y expecia-
tions and | mean
that sincerely...she
has met all of the
goals | set for her,
either 'm g4 bad
goal-setter or she’s
just Phenomenaf »

ROBERT AGBEDE
Chairman of the Boare

mean that sincerely...She has
set all of the goals T set for her.,

]

NEW Pfﬁ'gar}HGl;-COURIEH

president of W, Pa, Black Chamber of Commerce

Either I'm g bag goal setter or
she's just phenomenal

- New products for the Allegheny

County Department of Eco-
Nomie Development and the
Urban RedevelopmentAul‘.hon‘ -
ty of Pitisburgh,

One is the Allegheny County
Minority Enterprise Fund,
that provideg subordjnated, of-
ten-unsecured loans to smap)
business for machinery, rea)
estate, woredng capital and
leveraged transactions, The
maximum loap request s
$100,000, -

The second i5 the Smal] Bys;.
ness Administratjon 504 Pro.
gram that disperses funds for
the purchase of land, machin-
ery, bui]dings, construction
and related ¢osts, Loans can be
Pequested for as muep 85
$250,000.

The chamber g holding an
informational workshop about
these new funding tools dJuly
21, 3:30-5:30 P.m. at the Re-
gional Enterprise Tower, 31s¢
floor, Reservations tan be
made by calling 412.392.
0610, ’
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