THIS EDITION

¢+ Chamber Members
added to the Re-
glonal Directory

+ New rates effective
October 18,

¢+ Public Legislative
Hearing scheduled
for October 9th

+ Members in the
News

+ Welcome New
Members
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This monthly newsletter is prepared solely for
members, supporters, and sponsors of the African
American Chamber of Commerce of Western Pennsyl-
vania

Alliance produce Pgh
Profile. The directory
includes Chambers of
Commerce throughout
the region. The next

MISSION
STATEMENT

The Mission of the
African American
Chamber of
Commerce of
Western
Pennsylvania
is to provide
_access and
opportunities to
African American
businesses and
professionals
throughout the
region.
Guided by the core
values of equity in
opportunity, economic
advancement, self-
sufficiency and
entreprencurial
excellence,we will
seek to advance
economic parity by
ensuring full
particiption

September begins the
fall season & your Cham-
ber is on a terrific start.

The Unified Certificatior
Seminar was full of dis-
cussich and thought pro-
voking ideas. Over 35
people were in atten-
dance to learn from Har-
old Levy about the move
to create one certification
that is accepted by all
levels of state govern-
ment. Thanks to Cameil
Williams & Ed Greene for
contributing to make the
funcheon program a suc-
cess. The evaluations
were positive: over half
felt it useful, just long
enough, & everyene left
with good mformataon

September 10"

For Members Only

9:00 AM - Noon
Doing Business with
Equitable Resources
Allegheny Center
If you haven't con-
firmed your attendance,
p]ease do so by Sept.
8", It's an excellent op-
portunity to enter a new
market.
September 1
5:00 PM —6:30 PM
Rivers Club

Candidates Forum for
County Chief Executive.

This is your forum to
learn where both Jim
Roddey & Dan Onorato
stand on advancing

1!h

opportunities for minority
business owners & pro-
fessionals. Plan to attend
this 90-minute session.
The doors will open at
4:30 PM; introductions
promptly at 5:00. Please
RSVP by September o™
September 19
PowerBreakfast Meeting
New Markets, LLC
7:30 AM Rivers Club
Join us for a presenta-
tion by Les Matthews &
his team regarding devel-
oping the upper Hill Dis-
trict & how your firm can
do business with them,
October 9"
Public State Legislative
Forum
Regional Enterprise Tower
Members State Repre-
sentatives Joe Preston &
Jake Wheatley will be
present to gain your inpu
on issues affecting your
ability to do business witt
the state & the laws &
policies that Impactit. A
notice will be sent once
the plans are completed.
Don’t’ forget that be-
ginning October 1%, the
new dues structure will
take affect. The new ap-
plications are in produc-
tion & will be sent to you.
Become a Chamber Am-
bassador & solicit new
members.
Members The Greatet
Pgh Chamber of Com-
merce & the Regional

edition will include
members of the African
American Chamber.
This will give your firm
additional exposure
while promoting the di-
versity of our region.
We will provide you a
copy.

Member State Rep.
Jake Wheatley co-
sponsored a bill that
would help minority &
women owned firms
compete for state con-
tracts by raising the
limit to $18 million for
all companies, includ-
ing manufacturing &
contracting firms. This
matches the limit in
place for IT compa-
nies. H.R. 1638 has
been referred to the
House Commerce
Committee for debate.

Member Barbara
Mc Nees will host
A' Lelia Bundles at the
2003 ATHENA Award
Luncheon, Monday
September 15" at the
Westin Convention
Center Hotel. Ms.
Bundles, Director of
Talent Development
for ABC News & au-
thor of the best-selling
biography, ON HER
OWN GROUND: The
Life and Times of
Madam C.J. Walker
will deliver the keynote
address. For tickets,




call 412-392-4555
x3660. If's a network-
ing event you won’t
want to miss!

SBA's Entrepreneur’s
Conference is de-
signed for business
sessions, procurement
matchin%, & more. It's
Sept.17™-19"in D.C.
Register online at;
www.sha.gov/50/nec
e.html.

Member Ebony De-
velopment is leasing
office space at One-
Hope Square & Wil-
liams Square at afford-
able rates. Call 412-
434-6571 for quotes.

Member Citizens
Bank is offering a 1%
interest rate loan to as-
sist homeowners &
renters who might not
otherwise qualify for a
loan. The term of the
loan is three years. You
can go to a branch of
Citizens to apply, or cail
1-888-337-6500.

Mayor Murphy has
notified our office that
due to the city’s finan-
cial situation, the semi-
annual Fall Clean-up
campaign has heen
cancelled.

Don't forget that your
Chamber will provide
you with mailing labels
for marketing purposes.
The cost? Just $25. Calt
the office to order a set.

The General Services
Administration in Kan-
sas City, Mo., is solicit-
ing proposals from smal
disadvantaged busi-
nesses for work under
its 8(a) FAST2 contract
(GWAC). FAST contractd
for Information Technol-
ogy are scheduled fo
expire Oct. 31, 2004,
The proposed contract
term is a three-year
base with two two-year

option periods. For more
info, send e-mail to
8a@gsa.gov. Areas in-
¢luded are application
development; computer-
aided software develop-
ment services; network
design; computer opera-
tions and support; data
processing and hosting;
imaging; contingency
planning; disaster pre-
paredness and recovery;
information assurance;
Internet publishing and
broadcasting; call cen-
ters; distance learning; &
point-to-peint telecom-
munications.

Member Tim Stevens is
holding the NAACP's 1%
Annual Freedom Sunday,
October 12" at 4:00 PM
at Bethel AME Church in
the Hilt District.

You should know that
PENNDOT recently gave
public notice of their re-
vised DBE goals from
7.25% to 14.8%. The As-
sociated Pennsylvania
Constructors (APC) is
challenging their decision.
This group wants to keep
the current goal of 7.25%.
We need your support by
having Chamber Mem-
bers write a letter of con-
cern and direct it to:

Allen D. Biehler, P.E.
Secretary, Department of
Transportation, Common-
wealth Keystone Building
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120-
0041.

There will be a Free
Grant writing workshop
September 12 - 13, 2003
"Building & Strengthening
Collaborations" Grant
Writing for Faith-Based
Organizations at the
Loews Philadelphia Hotel,
1200 Market Street.
Philadelphia. SPACE is
limited, so call 215-822-
1550, ext 1110or fax your
interest to 215-997-9582.

The American Heart
Association's 8" Annual
African American Heart
Health Conference will be
held Nov. 8" at the
Westin Convention Cen-
ter Hotel. Dr. Gwendolyn
Goldsby Grant, noted
columnist with Essence
Magazine will be the
speaker. For more info,
call Andrea Estes at 412-
243-5393x133,

f you didn’f attend the
luncheon for the Negro
Baseball League Celebra-
tion, you missed a treat.
Buck O'Neil at 92 was en-
gaging, witty, & full of his-
tory. Congratulations to
Member Winifred Torbert
for putting together such a
wonderful event.

1t is noteworthy that the
National Urban League
Conference generated $4
million for local busi-
nesses.

There will be a Regula-
tory Fairness Hearing for
Small Business with the
National Ombudsman,
Sept. 25th 8:30-Noon
Room 713 Rockwell Hall
Duquesne University, For
info & registration, call the
SBA @ (412) 322-6441.
We recelved word
from the state DCED that
there is stitl $4 million
available for the educa-
tional improvement tax
cradit pro gram. To in-
quire, call 717-787-7120.

A sincere thank you is
extended to Highmark for
the development of a
Business and Referral
tracking database. This
now permits your Cham-
ber to accurately account
for the number of firms
and individuals who
make inquires, need re-
ferrals for business op-
portunities and services,
& distribution of bid in-
formation. The database
allows us to record, re-
trieve, and conduct

analysis of various
types of requests for
services. The database
will be place into pro-
duction on Qctober 1%
CONGRATULATIONS
Member Dr. Grady
Roberts on being nomi-
nated for the Gertrude
Labowitz Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Presidential Round-
table Member Jim Rohr
on PNC's acquisition of
United Naticnal Ban-
corp in New Jersey.

Presidential Round-
table Member UPMC
for their recent honor
presented by CiO
magazine for excelling
thru information tech-
nology management
and practices.

Member Dr: John
Thompson on the open-
ing of CAPA School in
downtown & for the in
student achievement in
math & reading.

Member Myrna
Wigley on being a
guest instructor for teen
girls at Camp Start-up
at Rutgers University
School of School.

Supporting Member
Arthur Ziecpler on the
August 3" article on the
Pittsburgh History &
Landmarks Founda-
tion's many initiatives in
helping to restore inner-
city neighborhoods.

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

LeSans Heard
Automated Websites,
ine.

Supporting Member
John Stillwagon, CPA

McGill, Power, Bell &
Associates, LLP
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