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Support the

100,000 COMMUNIST ELECTION
CAMPAIGN FUND

A campaign to rouse the workers and poor farmers
to revolutionary struggle against the capitalists and their

government.

FOR

Organization of the Unor-
ganized.

Support of the Miners and
Textile Workers Struggles.

Recognition and Defense of
the Soviet Union.

A Labor Party.

For a Workers’ and Farmers’
Government.

).

AGAINST

Wage cuts, Injunctions and
Company Unions.

Unemployment.

the Labor

Treachery of
Bureaucrats.

Discrimination against Ne-
groes.

Imperialist War.

HELP TO PROVIDE A FUND TO

Place the Communists on the

Ballot

Publish campaign literature.

Tour

speakers and organize

mass meetings.

Furnish campaign publicity and

advertising.

Send all funds to Alexander Trachtenberg, Treasurer,

NATIONAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE,
43 E. 125th Street, New York, N. Y.
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FOREWORD

2 “The Platform of the Class Struggle” was adopted at the
¥ National Nominating Convention of the Workers (Communist)
i Party of America held on May 25-27, 1928 in New York City.
296 regular delegates and 150 fraternal delegates, coming from
39 St_ates and the District of Columbia, attended this Important
working-class gathering. The convention was a true cross-
section of the exploited and oppressed masses of this country.
Native-born and foreign-born white workers, representatives of
the Negro race, exploited farmers, and working women, veter-
ans of the class struggle, delegates of the youth, and represen-
_‘.catist.of the colonies and semi-colonies of American imperial-
1sm jomed in a powerful demonstration against their common
enemy—capitalism.
The National Convention nominated Comrade William
Z: Foster for President and Comrade Benjamin Gitlow for
Vice-President. Our nominees are fighters in the struggle for
the liberation of the working class and are not servants of Wall
Stre§t as are the nominees of the Republican and Democratic
_ parties. ‘The advocates of capitalism—and foremost among
% them are the corrupt bureaucracy of the American Federation
l ot Labor and the renegade leadership of the Socialist Party—are
& spokesmen of class collaboration between the working class and
T the master class.
5 “The Platform of the Class Struggle” exposes the whole
| traudulence of all the schemes of class collaboration, which serve
e only one purpose: to perpetuate the rule of capitalism, the wage
| slavery of the workers, the oppression of the Negro race, the
exploitation of the working farmers, and the subjugation of the
' ~ colonial peoples. The keynote of our platform is struggle—
4 relentle§s, uncompromising, determined class struggle against
the capitalist world. The Workers ( Communist) Party pre-
s sents its platform as a rallying base for all the exploited and
oppressed, as the organizing and mobilizing instrument for all
struggles of the toiling masses.
We call upon all workers, exploited farmers, and N egroes
= to endorse “T'he Platform of the Class Strugele”! Vote for
il and join the Communist Party !
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The PLATFORM of the CLASS STRUGGLE

NATIONAL PLATFORM of the WORKERS
(COMMUNIST) PARTY, 1928

I. AMERICA TODAY

President Coolidge said to the big bankers and manu- r

~ facturers in Philadelphia: ‘“We hold a great treasure which '

must be protected.” In the name of the working class and the

exploited farmers of this country the Workers (Communist)

Party raises the question: Who owns the “great treas-

ure,” in whose interests must it be protected, and who bears the

burden of its protection? And our answer is: The “‘great

treasure’’ is owned by a handful of powerful bankers, manu-

facturers, and railroad magnates. {The only share of it the

workers and working farmers receive is exploitation and poverty,

and all the burden of defense of the “great treasure” of Ameri-

can imperialism rests on the shoulders of the industrial and agri-

cultural workers.

' America is today the most powerful country in the world.

America’s wealth, the “great treasure,” mounts up to 400 bil-

lion dollars. Half of the gold of the world is now in the pos-

session of the United States. With but seven per cent of the

| world’s total population America controls the bulk of the

f world’s resources: 44 per cent of the world’s coal, 70 per cent

of the oil produced, 52 out of every 100 tons of steel, 60 per

cent of the cotton and corn, and half of the world’s railways,
copper and pig 1ron.

A gigantic accumulation and concentration of capital 1s
going on. The total amount of bank deposits is now over 56
billion dollars. There are over 1,000 factories in America em-
ploying more than 1,000 workers each, with a total of about

21/ million workers. Of all wage-earners in manufacturing
over 56 per cent work in those 10,000 factories each of which

(5)
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6 THE PLATFORM OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE

W turns out annually products to the amount of a million dollars
Oor over.

5 L'rustification 1s asserting itself with irresistible power.
Consolidations of railways, big combines and mergers in all in-
o dustries are the order of the day. 'The United States Steel
Corporation has a capital of 1.4 billion dollars. A food trust
1s attempting to combine 2 billion dollars into one powerful
corporation. IThe recent consolidation of the Brooklyn Edison
Company and the Consolidated Gas Company of New York
resulted in a merger of over one billion dollars. Five powerful
3 companies control almost half of the whole national output of
- water power, and eleven groups control 80 per cent. Eight
:* companies contr?l three-fourths of the anthracite coal. Two
? companies exercise control over half of the copper resources

of the country.

3 . A process of centralization similar to that in production
? 1s going on in the field of distribution. There are today 3,893
chain store organizations controlling 101,536 retail outlets in
4 thirty merchandise fields. These chains realized in 1927 a vol-
| ume of business estimated at almost six billion dollars or 16
J} per cent of the total retail business of the country. The anti-
; trust laws function today not as instruments of ‘“‘trust-bust-
5 ing”’ but as a means of trustification.

L' he United States is the leading country in respect to capi-
g talist rationalization. The productive power of American in-
2 dustries has increased tremendously. In a decade productivity
= per employee in American manufacturing has increased 33 per
[ _ cent, cost of management has decreased 12 per cent, but wages
E:T;} per unit of production have increased only 2 per cent. Over-
|

- he
e S

development of industrial productive capacity is one of the basic
features of American imperialism.

Finance capital is almighty today. Banks and industries
are merged. ‘The climax of this development was marked by
the fact that J. P. Morgan, head of American finance capital,
became the head of the United States Steel Corporation, the
count.ry’s biggest industrial company. Hand in hand with the
trustification of industry goes the trustification of State power.
Tke Government of the United States is today an administra-
tion of finance capital. The identity of the dominating person-
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PLATFORM OF THE WORKERS PARTY 7

nel in finance capital and government administration is com-

pletf_:. Finance capital sends its direct representatives to the
Cabinet as well as ambassadors to foreign countries.

= Lrustification, high tariff, monopoly, merger of trusts
and State power, growing export of capital—this is the picture
| of American imperialism today.

'le: stabilization of European industries and the decline
of British imperialism have increased competition on a world
scale. United States imperialism is in a growing measure de- -
pendent on the world market, and it struggles for world hege- '1

!' mony 1n every corner of the world—from Latin America to
| China. It is engaged in murderous competition for the Russian
market as well as for the markets of the British Empire.

Increased competition, increased struggle for the resources
of raw material and for the export of capital, high tariff walls,
and ever-larger armies and navies create a growing menace of
war. A’ second world war is inevitable. Wars on a smaller scale
are gomng on today in a period which the spokesmen of im-
perialism c_gll the era of “world peace.” American imperialism
1 conducting a war of extermination against Nicaragua, is
participating in interventions in China, and is an active ac-
complice of the capitalist conspiracy against Soviet Russia.

; Two main antagonisms lead today towards a world con-

' tlagration. One is the chief capitalist antagonism between Bri-
tish and American imperialism, which has taken the place of
the pre-war British-German rivalry. The other one is the
general capitalist conspiracy against the Union of Socialist Sov-
1et Republics. -

A}though British imperialism is today the most reactionary i

: force in world politics, American imperialism is the leading

| power and represents the most dangerous, most aggressive force

| of world capitalism. There is an ever-clearer crystallization :

of the #wo poles: on the one hand, the counter-revolutionary !

polie under the leadership of the United States to defend capi- '

talism against the growing revolt of the colonial peoples and

the working masses of the capitalist countries; on the other

1‘{and, the revolutionary pole under the leadership of Soviet Rus-

s1a, around which all the oppressed peoples of the colonies and

all the exploited workers of the world rally.
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3 THE PLATFORM OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE

WEALTH AND POVERTY

. The United _States is the richest country in the world.
Uncle Shylock” is the creditor of all countries. The world
owes the United States today not less than 234 billion dollars.
The yearly income of the United States from foreign invest-
ments amounts today to the huge sum of one billion dollars.
The number of millionaires is growing fast. In 1919 there were
only 65 incomes over a million; in 1926 there were 228. In
1919 there were only 189 incomes between $500,000 and
& $1,000,000; in 1926 the number was 465. '
"f;{ffi : In his 1926 address to Congress President Coolidge said:
The wealth of our country 1s not public wealth but private
' wealth. It does not belong to the Government: it belongs to
the people.” The prodigious wealth of the country 1s private
wealth, but the “people” who own it are not the work-
ers and exploited farmers. They are the few million-
aires. L'he country is growing richer, but the share of
the millions of working people in the wealth of the
5 country i_s decreasing and the share of the few powerful mil-
' hor}a}res i1s increasing with amazing speed. One per cent of all
reciplents of any income in this country receive not less than
20 per cent of the whole national income and get not less than
36.2 per cent of all corporate dividends. One per cent of the
i population possesses today not less than 33 per cent of all wealth
5 10 per cent own 64 per cent; and the poorest 25 per cent pos-
- sess onlgr 3%2 per cent. The overwhelming majority of the
people” to whom President Coolidge refers are born poor and
die poor. The Federal Trade Commission states that ‘“‘about
one per cent of the estimated number of decedents owned
about 59 per cent of the estimated wealth, and more than 90
Per cent was owned by about 13 per cent of the decedents.”
. The accumulated wealth is not distributed equally. Hand
in_hand with the growing fortunes of the few millionaires goes
the growing exploitation and poverty of the unskilled workers,
ﬁ. Negroes, and exploited farmers. Even President Coolidge was
o _forced to admit in his Hammond dedication speech that there
i IS & “considerable class of unskilled workers who have not come
I into full participation in the wealth of the nation.” ‘T'he share
N of the wage-earners in the national income has decreased. The
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manufacturing wage-earners received only 40.1 per cent of the
“value product” in 1925 as against 44.8 per cent in 1921. The
wages of the shamelessly exploited four million agricultural
workers amounted in 1920 to 2.3 per cent of the national in-
come and in 1926 to only 1.4 per cent. The “democratization”
of wealth is only a capitalist myth. Bankers and industrial
magnates own the big corporations. The workers do not pos-
sess more than one per cent of all stocks and bonds. “High
American wages” is today the most popular publicity stunt
of American and international capitalism, but high wages
embrace only a thin aristocratic stratum of the working
class. The overwhelming majority of wage-earners is not able
to earn even sufficient to fulfill the most elementary needs of
a decent life. In the middle of the most advertised prosperity,
in the summer of 1926, the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics
estimated that the average wages for “common labor” were
42.6 cents an hour. The United States Department of Labor
was forced to admit that huge sections of the working class are
receiving wages of only $10.34 a week.

President Coolidge made the bold declaration that “zhe
people are prosperous,” but reality shows that the overwhelm-
ing majority of the people work on starvation wages, that
nearly 60 per cent of the workers still work more than 48
hours a week, that women and children, Negro and foreign-
born unskilled workers are exploited at least as mercilessly as
the most exploited strata of the European working class. The
prosperity of the “people” is best illustrated by the miserable
shacks of the Southern cotton fields and the poverty-stricken
slums of the Eastern cities. In his 1926 address to Congress
President Coolidge said: ‘“T'he power of the purse is the power
over liberty.” A handful of millionaires exercise power over
the purse, and they exercise power over the liberty of the over-
whelming majority of the people of the United States. A hand- .
ful of powerful millionaires own all the means of production— 1
j the factories, machinery, mines, railroads, water power—of this ’
country, and are thus in a position to force the overwhelming

majority of the people into wage slavery. The wealth of the
few is the poverty of the many; the liberty of the few is the
bondage of the masses.
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10  THE PLATFORM OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE

INDICTMENT OF AMERICAN CAPITALISM

Overproduction and starvation, overtime and unemploy-
ment, accumulation of wealth and accumulation of poverty—
these are the features of capitalist prosperity for the workers
and working farmers. The very fact that there can be such
a thing as overproduction as long as the needs of every mem-
ber of society are still unsatisfied is the most terrible indictment
against capitalist society. Cyclones of periodic crises sweep over
the whole capitalist economy. Capitalist society is unable to
control its own forces of production. As the President of the
United States Chamber of Commerce put it in his speech of
May 10, 1928, there has been an “economic thunderbolt of in-
creasing production unloosed by industry.”

Unemployment is a permanent phenomenon in capitalist
society. ‘T'here is at any time 114 million unemployed. The
constant industrial reserve army is one of the props of capital-
1st society. The present depression with its 4 to 5 million un-
employed workers brings untold misery. The labor of hun-
dreds of thousands of children is one of the basic institutions
of capitalism. Peonage, no better than chattel slavery, Jim
Crowism and lynching are regular accompaniments of present-
day capitalist prosperity. The shameless exploitation of the un-
skilled foreign-born workers and the oppression of whole races
are parts of the capitalist system. The modern industrial serf-
dom of company towns is in existence to the glory of the
“freest” constitution in the world. Capitalist industry conducts
in the form of industrial accidents a bloody war of extermina-
tion against the working class. The infamous speed-up system
causes the workers to age prematurely. Old workers are
thrown away like slack, like useless byproducts. Not less than
1,800,000 old people are forced to live the life of “dependents.”
Sickness and early death are the punishment for poverty. The
United States Public Health Service states: “Both sickness and
death are much more frequent among those with low incomes
than among those with incomes adequate to comfortable living.”

Capitalist decency and morality is symbolized by alms-
houses, brothels, slums, and bootleg saloons. Prostitution of
science, literature, and art is on the same level as prostitution
of women. Capitalist “justice” is equivalent to frame-ups,
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PLATFORM OF THE WORKERS PARTY 11

third degree, filling the penitentiaries with political prisoners,
| execution of working-class fighters like Sacco and Vanzetti.
There 1s a crusade against the “crime wave,” against petty
| larceny by the poor, conducted by those who are guilty of large-
scale corruption and lobbying. With the exception of back-
ward and impoverished China and India the powerful and
rich and civilized United States is the only country which does
not have any social legislation. The latest “achievement”’ of
American imperialist civilization is the appearance of a rentier
class completely divorced from the process of production and
foisting its parasitic existence upon the toiling masses. Jingo-
ism, militarism, robber wars against Nicaragua and China—
these are the results of American capitalism.

President Coolidge summed up in the following way his
picture of American capitalism: “Those are some of the economic
results which have accrued from the American principles of
reliance upon the initiative and the freedom of the individual,
It is the very antithesis of Communism.”_. And President Cool-
idge is right. American capitalism as it is—with all its econ-
omic, political, and moral results—is the very antithesis of
Communism. There is no other alternative. The issue is

! capitalism or Gommunism. The Workers (Communist) Party
of America declares itself the deadly enemy of capitalism. It
' has as its aim the overthrow of capitalism, the establishment
of a workers’ and farmers’ government, the establishment of a
Communist society in which the means of production will not
be the private property of the few, a society which will not be
based on profit but on labor, which will not be founded on class
divisions, which will eradicate both imperialist wars and class
wars, which will be able to eliminate poverty.

| THE PARTIES OF BIG AND SMALL BUSINESS

; With the exception of the Workers (Communist ) Party
| all political parties and groups are defenders of the present
| capitalist society.

The two old capitalist parties, the Republican and Demo-
cratic, are twin brothers in the expression of the interests of

the bosses.
The Republican Party, which in the interests of the then
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revolutionary capitalism conducted a war against chattel slavery,
1s today working in the interests of the now counter-revolu-
tionary capitalism for the perpetuation of wage slavery. The
Republican Party of today is nothing but the party of trusts,
of finance capital, of the biggest business interests of the country.

The Democratic Party was in the early stages of its history
the party of slavery, against Northern capitalism and in the
interests of the Southern plantation owners. Today, though
many times masked with phrases of liberalism, it stands for the
perpetuation of the peonage of Negroes in the South and for
the maintenance of wage slavery throughout the country.

There are no real political differences between the two big
political parties. Both are parties of capitalism; both are the
enemies of the working class. The very existence of the two-
party system 1s the most reactionary factor in American poli-
tics, is one of the factors which are responsible for the lack of
an independent mass political party of the working class. Both
capitalist parties try to put up the semblance of being defenders
of the farmers, vying with each other in putting forward fake
“farm relief” measures. The “struggle” between the Re-
publican and Democratic Parties is a staged fight, a mock
struggle. There are no political issues between these two par-
ties. On the question of tariff, prohibition, taxation, imperial-
1st war, farm relief, League of Nations, and all other discussed
political issues there is much more division within each party
than between the two parties.

The main slogan of the Republican Party today is “Pros-
perity.” But reality shows depression and unemployment. The
main slogan of the Democratic Party is: “Honesty in Govern-
ment.” But reality shows at least as much corruption on the
part of the Democrats as on that of the Republicans. Tammany
Hall can successfully compete in corruption with Teapot Dome.

There are several classes combined in each of these parties.
B.-oth still mirror in many respects the old sectional and re-
gional groupings of the country, but in both there is an out-
spoken, decisive dominance of finance capital. Both are one on
the basic issues: the oppression of the working class, the main-
tenance of the exploitation of the workers and working farm-
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PLATFORM OF THE WORKERS PARTY 13

ers, and the robber policies against the colontes and semi-col-
| onies of American imperialism.

The group of so-called Progressives is by no means better
than the Republican “Old Guard” or the Democratic heroes
of Tammany Hall and the “solid” South. In 1924 the bulk
of the so-called progressive group supported the LaFollette
movement, which betrayed the interests of the working class
and the working farmers, dissipating the discontent of the
masses and leading them back to the capitalist parties.

In 1928 the attitude of the so-called Progressives is still
more cowardly. They have even deserted the idea of a third
party, and have gone back meekly into the old capitalist parties.
Senator Wheeler came out openly in support of Al Smith, who
1s the embodiment of the new Tammany Hall and the hero
of the labor-smashing policies in the needle trades. Senators
Borah and Norris and their Republican colleagues are equally
untrustworthy. Borah’s empty gesture of “outlawing” war
serves only as a cover for Kellogg’s imperialist wars and war
preparations. Senator Shipstead, who still usurps the name of
a Farmer-Laborite, 1s betraying the interests of the workers
and exploited farmers in the most shameless way. He upholds
the Nicaraguan war, and gives his support to the anti-labor
injunction policies of the courts by introducing a fake anti-
injunction bill. These “progressive” Senators and Congress-
men are in many respects more dangerous enemies of the work-
| ers and working farmers than the ofhicial spokesmen: of big
' business, because they hide their capitalist face and create illu-

sions 1n the minds of the masses. 4/l these Progressives and
semi-Progressives serve as a prop of the present capitalist society
and must be combatted by all honest workers and farmers.

The official leadership of the American Federation of La-
bor i1s today part and parcel of American imperialism. Under
the leadership of the most corrupt trade-union bureaucracy in
the world the A. F. of L. has become mainly an organization
of the labor aristocracy, an instrument of class collaboration
with the bosses instead of a means of struggle against big busi-
ness. The capitalists are conducting the most murderous of-
fensive of the open shop and wage cuts against the workers.
The answer of the leaders of the A. F. of L. is a joint pro-
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i

posal with the American Bar Association for a Federal anti-
strike law. T'he trade-union bureaucrats are today the partners
of the bosses. "T'hey are trying to wrench the weapon of the
strike from the hands of the workers. The whole infamous
system of labor banks and trade-union insurance—trade-union
capitalism—is nothing but the most elaborate system of class
betrayal. ‘T'he leadership of the A. F. of L. does not conduct
any struggle against wage cuts or for higher wages and shorter
hours. The trade-union bureaucracy sabotages the great task
of organizing the unorganized. The worthy heirs of Gompers
—Green, Woll and Co.—are the advocates of the “Monroe
Doctrine of Labor,” are the spokesmen of a “labor imperialism.”
They have come out openly for a policy of common exploitation
of all Latin-American peoples by the capitalists and workers
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g of the United States. The B. and O. plan, the Mitten plan,
;ﬂa E:ompulsory arbitration, the transformation of the trade unions
. into semi-Fascist and semi-company unions—is today the policy
:_. of tbe A. F. of L. These corrupt misleaders of labor are
ii help}ng to keep the_workers 1n _the camp of the old capitalist
i parties by maintaining the sterile and treacherous policy of
i re*fvalzd your friends and punish your enemies” within the
i capitalist parties. There cannot be successful struggles of the
5 working class against its exploiters without a systematic strug-
i gle against the whole edifice of the labor aristocracy and its
-& corrupt bureaucratic leadership.

i The Socialist Party of America, which still claims to be
¢ a working-class party, is in fact a party of the lower middle
i class. Its leadership has become part of the bureaucracy of the
il A. F. of L. Its whole ambition is to inherit the traditions of
;ﬁ the LaFollette third-party movement. The militant spirit of
;3 Eugene Debs has been completely wiped out from the Socialist
f? Party. In Wisconsin the Socialist Party is an official party of
I the capitalist administration. In New York the Socialist Party
- has substituted the red-white-and-blue flag of patriotism for

e the red flag of revolution. In Reading the city officials of the
i Socialist Party have pledged themselves to “understand that
thewr responsibilities will be those of capitalist officials rather
than of Socialist Party members.” James H. Maurer, one of
the councilmen elected by the Socialists in Reading and vice-
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PLATFORM OF THE WORKERS PARTY 15

Presidential candidate of the Socialist Party, declared: “We are
going to give the workers a typical working-class government,
but if there is a strike in Reading while we are in power, the
capitalist employer will have his property and life protected as
ke never had it before.”

The presidential candidate of the Socialist Party, Norman
Thomas, is the worst kind of pacifist, a typical preacher, who
performs the greatest service for American imperialism by
creating 1llusions about the League of Nations, about the pos-
sibility of preventing wars by peaceful means. The Socialist
Party today is an advocate of the League of Nations, and is a
supporter of the hypocritical “peace offensive” of Secretary of
State Kellogg. The Socialist Party is uttering some critical

- phrases about the war in Nicaragua not because it is an im-
perialist war in the interests of Wall Street but only because it
is “‘unauthorized and unsanctioned by the people or Congress.”

The Socialist Party of today is for the protection of cap-

, italist law and order, is against revolution, is against the work-

| ing-class government of Soviet Russia, and supports every

measure of the A. F. of L. bureaucracy for class collaboration.

The Socialist Party has transformed its party organization from

a membership organization into a ward organization of voters.

It has shifted its class basis from the working class entirely

- and definitely to the lower middle class. The last national

convention of the Socialist Party in April, 1928, went so far

’ as to drop the class struggle pledge that applicants for mem-
bership had to sign in the past. .

The small sects, the Socialist Labor Party and the Prole-
tarian Party, have become completely fossilized, and do not play
any role in the political life of the country or in any of the
struggles of the working class.

The Workers (Gommunist) Party is today the only genu-
ine working-class party. It is the sole party which has a pro-
gram for the workers and working farmers. It is the only party
which conducts a relentless struggle against capitalism, against
the old parties of the bosses and against the corrupt labor bu-

; reaucracy and the treacherous Socialist Party.
| L'he Workers (Communist) Party is the party of the class
: struggle. It is the deadly enemy of class collaboration because
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t; it is the deadly enemy of capitalism. It is the revoluti?nary par-
ty of the working class. The Workers (Ct?mmunlst) Party
is the champion of the interests of the working class' and the
4 working farmers. It is the advocate of the most cxplmted_ stra-
1) tum of the working class, of the unskilled workers. It 1s the
champion of the oppressed Negro race. It is the organizer of

v the struggle against imperialism, against imperialist wars.

The Workers (Communist) Party is the only party which

fichts for the interests of the working class, working farmers,
and the oppressed Negro race; and that is the very reason why
all the forces of the old capitalist parties, the bureaucrats of the

. A. F. of L. and the leaders of the Socialist Party are uni?ed
against the Communists. The Republicans, Democrats, Social-
ists, and labor bureaucrats have a common platform. That
1 platform is Red-baiting, anti-Communism. _

In its 1928 election campaign the Workers (Communist)

Party offers the following program against trustified capital
and in the interests of the working class, working farmers, and

=i

i oppressed Negro race:
o II. THE CURSE OF UNEMPLOYMENT
: There is a heavy economic depression over the country

5
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with a very heavy unemployment in its wake. Bread-lines are
long. Hypocritical “charity” is in its flower. Even conserva-
tive Senators estimate the number of unemployed at four million.

The curse of unemployment is the most tef'rib.le gftlight of
the working class. The cyclical crises of capitallst industry
bring with them time and again the untold sufferings of mass
unemployment. But there is unemployment not only at times
of crises; it is here at all times. Unemployment on a mass
scale is a “normal”’ phenomenon of this glorious capitalist society.

The very technical progress—the development of new ma-
chinery, the increased productivity of labor—becomes under
capitalist conditions a source of growing unemployment. ‘The
introduction of new machines has decreased the number of
_____ workers. The opening up of new markets cannot keep pace
’*" with the speedy development of technique. The introduction
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of machinery makes the skill of the workers superfluous. Large
masses of unskilled workers can take the place of the skilled.
The time of apprenticeship is being greatly shortened. Young
workers and even children can take the place of adults. A
growing number of women are entering into industry.

The introduction of machinery creates the basis for mass
production. Mass production with its murderous competition
ruins the lower middle class and drives its members as workers
into the industries. Monopoly capitalism ruins the farmers and
forces them to sell their labor power as industrial workers in
the cities. Mass production opens up hitherto backward agra- E
rian regions industrially. A large-scale industrialization of the
South is taking place, and has driven hundreds of .thousan_ds of
Negroes into the industries. Despite all prohibition of immi-
gration there is an annual influx ot hundreds of thousands of :
workers from other countries.

Under present capitalist conditions it is inevitable that
there should be a constant industrial reserve army of jobZeLr:_r.
Even in the best periods of prosperity the number of jobless 1s
estimated at one and a half million. In 1927, the f_actories
produced 26 per cent more than in 1919. During this same
period the number of wage-earners employed in manufacturing
decreased by not less than 980,000. Eleven per cent fewer
wage-earners than in 1919 produced in manufacturing in 1927
26 per cent more products. In other words, each v?orker_pro-
duced 42 per cent more. The same tendency manifests itself

 everywhere. The railways had in 1927 almost 200,000'1658

,  workers than in 1919. The number of ”superﬂuqus"" miners

~is near to a quarter of a million. In manufacturing, mining
and railroading, there were almost one and a palf million fewer
workers employed by the end of 1927 than in 1919. During
the last few years there has been a continuous movement ?f
population from the farms to the cities: in 1925, 834,000, 1n
1926, 1,020,000, in 1927, 604,000 more persons left the farms
for the cities than the cities for the farms. A Iarge_proportlon
of these bankrupt and ruined farmers became industrial workers
or rather tried to become industrial workers. Ev?n Secretary
of Labor Davis has been forced to raise the question:

“Is automatic machinery driven by relentless power going
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18 THE PLATFORM OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE

to leave on our hands a state of chronic and increasing unem-
ployment? Is the machinery that turns out our wealth also to
create poverty? Is it giving us a permanent jobless class?”

A capitalist writer characterizes the present unemployment
as a ‘‘technological unemployment, not cyclical—an unem-
ployment developing gradually, almost unawares, like creep-
ing paralysis, in the midst of unprecedented prosperity, the by-
product of improved technological efficiency.”

_ Unemployment is indeed the “creeping paralysis” of capital-
ist society. It represents the most vicious contradiction of the
present economic order. The more machinery, the higher the
productivity of labor, the more unemployed. Labor itself pro-
duces unemployment. Unemployment of one part produces
overtime for the other part of the working class. The pressure
of unemployment forces wage-earners to accept jobs at lower
wages and longer hours. The fear of unemployment is the
most powerful ¢hain which binds the workers to wage slavery.
The fear of wnemployment increases competition among the
workers. Unemployment lowers the power of resistance of the
workers on the job. The working wage-earners are forced to
accept overtime. Overtime again makes new masses of wage-
earners superfluous. Unemployment creates overtime, and over-
time creates unemployment. The bigger the factories, the more
expensive the machinery, the greater is the tendency of the
capitalists to lengthen the working time instead of increasing
the number of workers. Hand in hand with the increasing ac-
cumulation of capital goes a relative and today even an absolute
decrease in the number of workers.

The hypocritical advocates of capitalism lament about the
existence of unemployment and call it the “greatest blot on our
capitalist system” (Owen D. Young), but in fact the existence
of a constant industrial reserve army is not a hindrance to
capitalism. Quite the contrary. It is one of the basic condi-
tions for the existence and maintenance of capitalism. Tech-
nical development, new inventions, the introduction of new la-
bor-saving saachinery will not cease. The opening up of new
markets will not go on at the same speed as heretofore. The
industrialization of the colonies, the increasing competition with
Europe, the existence of non-capitalistic Soviet Russia, and the




"The Platform of the Class Struggle”, National Platform of the Workers (Communist) Party, 1928
Box 3, Folder 1
American Left Ephemera Collection, 1894-2008, AlS.2007.11, Archives Service Center, University of Pittsburgh

[ L
L d

T s

d—.

.
r o .

e - - e T2 e ol
» - e e T i L8 el i ¥

PLATFORM OF THE WORKERS PARTY 19

revolt of the colonial peoples are the narrowing limitations.
T'he present depression is not an “accident.” It has been
brought about by prosperity itself. Disproportion between pro-
duction and consumption, which is a part of the general anarchy
 of capitalist production, is responsible for cyclical crises. Sat-
~ uration of the automobile and building construction markets,
~ over-production of oil, the world coal crisis, the migration of
- the textile industry to the South, the limits of installment buy-
ing, the restriction of the farmers’ market, the effects of Amer-
1can export of capital and of the stabilization of Europe, the in-
creased competition with Europe—these are the basic features
of the present economic depression. Neither the existence of
huge monopolies and trusts nor the ‘“interventions”’ of the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank are able to prevent the occurrence of eco-
. NOmIC Crises.
There is no cure for unemployment under capitalism.

Shortening of the working day alone would not do away
with unemployment. A general shortening of the working day
would result in general part-time work, in perpetual overpro-
duction, would bring about a crisis in permanence.

High wages alone cannot cure unemployment. It is futile
to try to “convince” the capitalists to increase wages for the
purpose of increasing the purchasing power of the workers.
The capitalists will never sacrifice a portion of their profits,
by transforming it into wages, for the purpose of broadening
the home market. Just the opposite is the policy of imperialist
capitalism. It is cutting wages everywhere, and trying to in-
crease i1ts exports for the foreign markets.

Neither can public works alone cure unemployment. Public
~ works would tend to increase the forces of production, and
- would in the long run tend to reproduce unemployment on a
- larger scale. Higher wages, shorter hours, and public works 8
~ would not cure unemployment, but might bring about a certain
 limited and temporary relief. f
‘ An especially dangerous illusion is created in the minds j
of the workers by a whole string of efficiency experts and econ-
2misfs of capitalism who predict a so-called capitalist efficiency

socialism.” These capitalist engineers and experts try to make
the workers believe that it is possible not only to cure unemploy-
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ment but to liquidate capitalism itself by social insurance, protit-
sharing and employee stock-buying plans, by technical improve-
ments, by elimination of waste, increased mass production, or
various forms of State capitalism. This capitalist efficiency
“socialism’ is the more harmful because its real aim is not the
liquidation of capitalism but the liquidation of the every-day
struggles of the workers to improve their living and working
conditions and the wiping out of all revolutionary movements
of the working class.

Unemployment is @ world phenomenon today. The constant
industrial reserve army has always been in existence, but the
present chronic unemployment has assumed such proportions
that it 1s no longer a prop of capitalism but an organic defect,
one of the basic sicknesses of post-war capitalism. Unemploy-
menk is a horrible curse upon the working class. It is the most
powerful weapon i1n the hands of the bosses. It chains the
worker to wage slavery. It brings tormenting uncertainty into
the life of every wage-earner. It breaks up the family of the
worker by driving the women and children into the factories.
It brings about moral degradation; creates a slum proletariat.
There follows in its wake a growing criminality. It is the
foundation of prostitution. In other words, it embodies and
sums up capitalism as a whole.

DEMANDS

1. Unemployment insurance. A federal system of un-
employment insurance should be established. A federal law
must be enacted immediately by Congress providing for unem-
ployment insurance for all wage-earners without any exceptions
or disqualifications. T'he amount of compensation should be full
wages for the entire period of unemployment, up to $30 per
week. An unemployment insurance fund should be created, fifty
per cent to be contributed by the employers and fifty per cent
by the State. The amount contributed by the State should be
raised by special taxes levied against inheritance, high incomes
and corporation profits. The administration of unemployment
insurance should be carried out by unemployment insurance com-
missions, composed of representatives of trade unions, organiza-
tions of the unemployed, and factory committees.
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| - 2. Immediate enactment of a federal law providing for i
| a general 40-hour, 5-day week working time and forbidding all I
| overtime. i
f 3. A federal law should be enacted providing for imme- I
diate emergency help for all workers who have been unemployed e
; two months or more, consisting of eight weeks’ wages for each 2]
worker. The average wage received during the last four weeks 1
[ of employment should serve as the basis.
| 4. Establishment of public kitchens by municipalities to 1]
| provide free meals for all unemployed workers and their fam- 1;15_.3
| 1lies. i
| 5. Municipal provision for supplying free medical treat- 4
E ment, medicine and hospital care to all unemployed. i
| 6. Public works. The federal, state and city govern- b
| ments should devise schemes for improving the roads and )
bridges of the country, improving the rivers, canals, docks and ;
harbors, setting up electric power stations, reforestation, land {i
drainage and land reclamation, extension and electrification of L{
| railways. On all pubic works trade union wages and conditions (]
' must be guaranteed by law. i
| 7. Immediate abolition of all vagrancy laws. Protection 4
of unemployed workers from arrest on charges of vagrancy. e‘;
% ,
|
l I1I. THE OFFENSIVE OF THE BOSSES
The working class of this country is facing a great Crisis. |
A general offensive of the bosses is being conducted against the ]
| workers, an offensive to smash the whole trade-union move- il
| ment, to lower the standard of living of all workers. i
The trustification of capital, the erection of huge mono- i
E polies, the all embracing rationalization have increased the power |
| of the bosses tremendously. : ’
The capitalists are using all methods of rationalization “
mercilessly. Wage-cuts everywhere—in the shoe, textile, auto- i
mobile and rubber industries and in mining. A whole system i g
of speed-up has been put in operation. The stop-watch, group
piece work, bonus system, efficiency engineering, the conveyor
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or travelling-belt system increase mass production and intensify
the exploitation of the workers. Concentration of industries,
Fordization, technical innovations, and the wholesale introduc-
tion of new machinery is the order of the day. The lengthen-
ing of working hours is attempted everywhere, with especially
disastrous results for the unskilled workers. An injunction
mania raves against every movement of the workers to resist
the effects of rationalization. All the forces of the Government
—the police, the state constabulary, the coal and iron police,
the most infamous spy system—are mobilized against the work-
ers. The open-shop drive, the “American Plan,” is today the
official policy of the capitalist class on the whole front. Com-
pany unions are being set up by the bosses, and strenuous at-
tempts are being made to company-unionize all existing trade
unions. All the combined forces of the bosses and their gov-
ernment are concentrated to prevent the organization of the
unorganized masses in the basic industries.

|
The trade union bureaucracy of the A. F. of L. has met E
the general offensive of the bosses—by a general surrender. I
There has never been in the history of labor such a shameful
capitulation as the treachery of the A. F. of L. leadership and
of the Socialist Party in the present grave situation of the
American labor movement. Instead of fighting the harmful
effects of capitalist rationalization, these misleaders try to co-
operate in introducing speed-up systems and capitalist efficiency.
They put forward the “union-management cooperation’ policy.
They babble about “industrial democracy.” They have elaborat-
ed the “higher strategy of labor,” the notorious theory of Mat-
thew Woll about the three stages of the American labor move-
ment: the stage of conflict, of collective bargaining, and of
worker-employer cooperation. They proclaim the passing of
war and truce and the coming of the age of permanent peace
between the bosses and the workers. The trade union bureau- |
cracy has dropped the last semblance of any resistance to com-
pany-unionizing the trade unions. They have come out openly
for the Watson-Parker Bill and for a federal anti-strike law.
They have dropped their previous petty-bourgeois trust-busting
program and have become the high apostles of “efficient” trusts.

The result of the offensive of the bosses and the treachery
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of the trade union bureaucrats is zhe growing crisis in the labor
movement. Trustified industry is out for a general open shop.
The trade unions have been driven out from all basic industries.
For the first time in the history of the A. F. of L. the number
of organized workers has decreased even during a period of
prosperity. The climax of the struggle was reached in the
present fight of the United Mine Workers of America. This
most powerful and most militant unit of the American labor
movement has now been broken to pieces and delivered to the
mercy of the operators.

The present depression has ruthlessly exposed the notorious
formula of the trade union bureaucracy about “mass production,
high wages and low prices” as the foundation of permanent
prosperity. Millions of workers are jobless, desperately walk-
ing the streets. The crisis in the labor movement and the de-
pression have exposed the true meaning of all class-collaboration
plans. They show up the so-called profit-sharing, employee
stock-buying, group insurance, B. and O. plan, Mitten scheme,
and other systems of ‘“union-management cooperation,” -".[:he
smash-up of the labor bank of the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers is beginning to open the eyes of the workers to the

disastrous effects of trade-union capitalism.
Despite all the treachery of the labor bureaucrats, the

workers are beginning to resist. The long struggle of the textile

workers in Passaic, the Haverhill shoe strike, the battle of the
Colorado miners, the firm and solid front of the needle trades
workers in New York, the strike struggle of the textile workers
in New Bedford and Fall River, and heroic struggle' of .the
Pennsylvania and Ohio miners, who have already maintained
their fight against the whole world for fourteen months, are :che
first powerful signs of the defensive struggle of the working
class. Despite all the sabotage of the misleaders of labor, the
vast masses of unorganized workers are beginning to organize
themselves. The first attempts to organize the automobile
workers have been made. The needle trades workers and tl;le
textile workers are being organized into new unions. The mill
committee movement of the textile workers, the shop chairman
movement of the needle trades, the Save-the-Union movement
of the miners, etc., constitute the basis and means for a con-
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| solidation of fighting unions in these industries and are the most ;
i promising signs of a militant future. | |
f The Workers (Communist) Party of America considers
g it its duty to mobilize the masses for a_reler}tles_s struggle

| against all harmful effects of capitalist rationalization. _Tbe
| workers must understand that rationalization in a capitalist ;
society, with the means of production in private h.andsz can on!y _
y intensify the exploitation of the workers. Rationalization 1n
the interests of the whole of society can be carried out only in |
a Communist society in which the means of production are the ;
. property of the whole nation. j

DEMANDS [
1. Shorter hours of labor. A 5-day, 40-hour week. A

minimum of 48 consecutive hours rest in seven days. |
2. Fight for high wages. Strike against wage cuts. |
3. Fight for the protection of the workers from the bad |
t

effects of capitalist rationalization, of the technical advances of
mass production. Struggle against the speed-up system. :

4. Organize the unorganized. Organize new unions in |
% the unorganized industries. The American working class can- |
not successfully resist the power of the trusts without building |
up a powerful organization of the workers in the basic industries.

fn; 5. Destroy company unions. Abolish the B. and O. and 1
% Mitten plans. Eradicate trade-union capitalism. ;

6. Save the unions from the onslaught of the bosses and
the treachery of the bureaucrats. Amalgamation of craft unions
into industrial unions. Democratization of the trade unions.
The present corrupt leadership must be driven out.

. 7. Trade-union methods alone cannot wage a successful
5 fight. Trade-union struggle must be supplemented by political
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IV. THE HEROIC STRUGGLE OF THE MINERS

There has never been a more heroic struggle than the
L*- present strike of the hundreds of thousands of miners. They
are fighting against the whole capitalist world.- They are not
only up against the coal operators, who are in close alliance with
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| . L
t the big railroad companies and banks and are backed by the | |
' government, but are also betrayed by their own leaders. I
, £ [
: | ~ There is a deep-going crisis in the mining industry. The f’
l industry is unorganized. Production is in a chaotic state. Each |
" of the 7,000 coal companies produces as much as it can. There
v | 1s 2 murderous competition for markets. The mines are able
e to produce twice as much coal today as industry and consumers it
5 | can absorb. The operators are closing down mine after mine,
ol creating heavy unemployment. At the same time, new labor- i
| saving machinery is being introduced, aggravating the unem- 1
| ployment situation everywhere. The miners are being forced i
| to increase their daily output by speed-up and longer working i
A } hours, thus making themselves in growing numbers superfluous.
The operators say that the industry is faced with the problem: i
| either it must get rid of its superfluous coal or its superfluous
il miners. 1They are driving out 250,000 miners from the industry.
f ’: The government has exposed itself frankly as the instru- )
ment of the operators in the present struggle. It has mobilized
n everything against the miners. Courts, injunctions, the national o
bt ouard, state constabulary, judges and sheriffs are at the service i
g of the operators. Every miner must now clearly see that the &)
. ocovernment is but the organization of the bosses. 1'he operators ”
d s themselves sit in the government. The Secretary of the Treas-
; ury, Mellon, a member of President Coolidge’s cabinet, is one
d of the biggest shareholders of the most unscrupulous Pittsburgh |
£ Coal Company. The governor of Pennsylvania, Fisher, was i
5,4 a member of the Board of Directors of the Clearfield Coal
Company. The officials of the government are either the '
1 bosses themselves or their paid agents. In the company towns
] the coal operators exercise directly State power in the form of
| coal and iron police and company gunmen. The coal operators .
| there own everything—Iland, streets, buildings, stores. The local il
judges and sheriffs are paid by the operators, as has been pr9ved i
| by the Senate Investigating Committee. The Senate Investigat- ;
eql ing Committee itself is nothing but a smoke screen to deceive
| the workers, to create illusions in the minds of the miners. |
| The miners have no constitutional rights in the “freest” country

Y e

in the world. And there cannot be any real democracy and
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freedom in a society in which the few own everything and the
masses do not own anything.

The scores of thousands of Pennsylvania and Ohio m_iners i
are engag<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>